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Aldenhamiana

1979 Arthur Dunn Cup Winning Footballers 
return to Aldenham for the 

OA Football Club Centenary Celebration

Back Row: RC Beechener; SD Massey; JR Baugh; DR Pickett; JDL Yule
Front Row: RD Hall; AN Clare (Capt); AR Limb; S Rohleder 

AB28085 Aldenhamiana 34 doc.qxp:ALDENHAMIANA28.QXD  13/2/07  10:01  Page 1



THE PRESIDENT'S LETTER

In my letter to each edition of Aldenhamiana, I continue to
praise the strength and commitment of OAs, both to the
Society and to the School. This has especially been reflected
in the series of well attended OA regional lunches over
recent years, and demonstrates the Society's wish to
strengthen OA relationships. The latest lunch was held on
31st January at Sevenoaks, attracting some 24 OAs.  The
next Regional Lunch is planned for 24th February in
Chepstow. Further, the "Aldenham.Net" initiative continues,
with the most recent event held on board the Tattershall
Castle, Victoria Embankment, on 25th January and attended
by a dozen or so OAs. Please contact Molly Barton or Jackie
Wilkie at the OA Office for further details and/or future
dates of these events, although these are always posted on
the OA website at an early date.

In earlier letters, I have outlined several of the important and
innovative improvements made to the Society's affairs
during recent years, emphasising that your Committee
regularly makes and monitors a continuing schedule of
improvements. I am glad to say that the Society continues in
a healthy state, both in terms of membership and financial
wellbeing. We will have more to say about this at our Annual
General Meeting, which will take place in the Whitbread
Room at the School at 6.30pm on Wednesday 14th March
2007. The meeting will be followed by a buffet supper.
Further information is available from the OA Office.

The most recent major event was the annual OA Dinner held
at the Royal Air Force Club, Piccadilly, on Friday 17th
November 2006, with some 61 OAs, their wives, partners
and guests attending. It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening
including a superb meal, with entertaining speeches both
from the Headmaster, James Fowler, accompanied by his
wife Charlotte, and our principal guest Field Marshal the
Lord Vincent of Coleshill GBE KCB DSO. Dick Vincent
(SH45-50) was accompanied by his wife Jean and he is, of
course, known to many, not only as a very distinguished
Soldier, but also as immediate past President of the Society
and a School Governor since 1987. We were again privileged
to have several other guests, including Peter and Bridget
Wrangham, Peter being an OA (SH48-51) with a
distinguished career in international banking; Austin and
Mary Galvin, Austin (CR70-06) retiring as a very well
known and popular member of the Common Room and
Mary, the daughter of David Wallace-Hadrill; Janet Scott, as
Headmaster's Secretary, has given the Society much support
over the years; Ambrose Barber (P44-48), who kindly
sponsors the Society's annual dinners when held at the RAF
Club; and Robert Lee (School Captain), together with Laura

Coyne (Girls' Captain). As ever, I am grateful to Ian
Luetchford (B48-51) for his smooth organisation of the
evening.  Please note the date for this year's OA Dinner - in
September for a change.  We hope you will be able to attend.  

I must also mention the OA Football Club's Centenary
Celebration, held at the School on Saturday 9th December
last. As reported on the OA website, 9 members of the 1979
Arthur Dunn Cup winning team and other guests gathered
for lunch to celebrate the Centenary of the Club, followed by
a walk down to Cooke's Fields to watch two of the Club
teams play the School 1st and 2nd XIs. Many OAs gathered
in the sun on the touchline to watch the football, played very
competitively and in fine spirit. Honour was satisfied all
round with the following results: OA 1st XI v School, a draw
3-3; OA 2nd XI v School, the School won 3-1. The
Centenary event ended with a celebration tea in the Dining
Hall.

I hope that many of you will be able to support the events
planned for this year, including the inaugural dinner to be
held on 12th May for those OAs who attended Cambridge
University. OAs are invited to dinner in Clare College,
preceeded by the School Chapel Choir singing Evensong in
Clare College Chapel . If you attended Cambridge, or are a
Fellow of Cambridge and would like to attend, please contact
Molly Barton. However, the major event on the horizon will
be OA Day on Sunday 24th June at the School and which
will incorporate a Gaudy for those who left Aldenham in the
1990s. The 2006 Gaudy was very well supported, so we hope
that this year's event will attract a similarly large attendance.
It will therefore be all the more important to send in your
applications just as soon as possible, please, if you wish to
attend the Gaudy lunch.

Finally, my thanks must as always go to all the members of
the Committee for their invaluable assistance. I am
especially grateful to Mark Jordan (P81-86) for his
continuing support in updating and developing the OA
website. I am also grateful to Richard Peart (S55-60), as
Treasurer, and to both Molly Barton and Jackie Wilkie of the
Development Office who keep the routine business of the
OA Society on track. In particular, my thanks go to Trevor
Barton (K71-75), who masterminds the production of
Aldenhamiana. Not least, my gratitude extends to the
Headmaster, James Fowler, together with his academic and
support teams, without whose encouragement and good-
humoured cooperation the Committee's work would be
impossible to achieve.

Mike Taylor
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OLD ALDENHAMIAN SOCIETY
ANNUAL DINNER 2007

at
The Royal Air Force Club, 128 Piccadilly, London

on

Friday 14th September 2007
7.00pm (for 7.30 pm) to 11.00pm

Principal Guest and Speaker 

The Headmaster, Mr James Fowler MA

WIVES, HUSBANDS and PARTNERS ARE ALSO INVITED
DRESS BLACK TIE

TICKETS COST  £35.00 PER PERSON
or at the special discounted rate of

£25.00 per person for those under 30 on the day of the Dinner
(Includes half bottle wine, 3 course dinner & coffee)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please complete and return this form together with your cheque made payable to 
"Old Aldenhamian Society" to: I G Luetchford, Esq., 41 The Rise, Elstree, Herts WD6 3JS

Name, house and dates at Aldenham: ……………............................………………………...……………………........................

Address: …………………………………………………….............................……………………................................................

………………………………………………………….............................…….Post Code…………………..................................

Telephone No: …………………...........…… e-mail address:  ………………………..................……….......................................

I would like ….........…...tickets for the Dinner at £35.00 per ticket

I would like  ................... tickets for the Dinner at 25.00 per ticket 

and enclose a cheque for £……...........….…..

Please indicate if you have any special dietary requirements 

............................................................................................................................................................................................................
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HEADMASTER'S LETTER

Dear OAs

The first term of the School year is always a long and demanding

one, but I am glad to report that we completed 2006 on a high note.

Our Carol Service in St Albans Abbey is fast becoming a fixture in

many people's diaries and this year we were delighted to welcome

so many OAs and their families at the service and the reception

which followed.

This event in early December was followed by an event of great

significance for a number of OAs - the celebration of the Centenary

of the OA Football Club.  I was delighted that we were able to host

a lunch for 9 members of the Arthur Dunn winning side of 1979 and

to see them in such good health.  It is very clear that this is one team

which will for ever feel bound together by their achievement and

happy to celebrate it, even more than a quarter of a century later.

We were then able to join a crowd of over a hundred watching

exciting matches between the OA FC and the School First and

Second XIs. The School teams acquitted themselves extremely well

with the First XI drawing and the Second XI winning comfortably.

This was a worthy culmination of a very good term for the

footballers in the School.  There is little doubt that we "punched

above our weight" in many of the main School fixtures with the

First XI beating Highgate, Chigwell, John Lyon, and Forest as well

as gaining excellent draws with Charterhouse, Eton and

Westminster.

My own personal highlight of my first term at the helm however

was the House Music Competition which we were able to stage for

the first time with an audience in the Sports Hall.  To have over 400

performers passing across the stage in the course of an evening was

an inspiring sight, and on many occasions an extremely harmonious

one.  McGill's may have won the majority of the trophies, but the

spirit of the School was the major winner with so much competitive

energy channelled so well.  It is an event which will continue to be

open to parents and friends in the future, and we hope you may wish

to join us too.

We are always keen to be able to highlight major events in the life

of the School to OAs and this task is carried out to a significant

degree by Molly Barton and Jackie Wilkie in the OA Office.  I am

very grateful to them for their work and for the good ongoing

contacts that we are therefore able to enjoy with you.  Your support

for the School is greatly valued.

James Fowler

EDITOR'S NOTES

Clearly the prospect of spending a winter's evening or two poring

over the "History and Register of Aldenham School", researching,

detecting, delving deep into memory, and generally giving the grey

matter a bit of a work out is of limited appeal to OAs….. in fact of

no appeal at all?”!

The much-heralded (by your Editor at least) "OA Prize Quiz 2006"

turned out to be a squib of such dampness that it has itself spawned

a question: "Which edition of Aldenhamiana featured a quiz which

attracted NO entries at all"!

Your Editor, undaunted by reader apathy, cries of "Too Difficult!",

and other such symptoms of early 21st century backbone

deficiency, is prepared to offer a few more months for OAs (let

there be at least one!) to send in an answer or two.  Shall we say by

the end of August?  Nearly all the answers are in the History and

Register (copies available through the OA office if you do not have

one! - the OA Office will also send you a photocopy of the quiz if

you need one)

So, to this edition of Aldenhamiana - again we present to you a

cornucopia of reminiscences, reports and photographs.  You will

find a special feature on the highly successful OA Football Club

Centenary Celebration.  Paull's House OAs are once again

particularly active in our OA News section - clearly the reunion last

summer has jogged a few memories.  One particular diary point -

please note the OA Dinner has, for 2007, moved from its usual

November slot to 14th September.  Also (good news) the price has

come down.  All to get more of you there!  Application forms for

this and other events are contained within.

Now I must make an apology to Lord Vincent.  We referred to him

as "the Right Honourable" in Aldenhamiana 33.  This implied that

he is a Privy Councillor, which is not the case.  Unfortunately, the

error was repeated in the OA Dinner folders.  The OA database has

now been corrected, and we apologise for any embarrassment

caused.

I hope you enjoy this Aldenhamiana.

Trevor Barton

OA GOLFING SOCIETY 

We are always keen to welcome new members either to play in the

social meetings/matches at some great courses or to watch the

serious competitions (like the Halford Hewitt).  If you are interested

in either or both scenarios, why not contact the Hon Secretary? His

details are:

Ian Eggleden
119 Constitution Hill

Norwich
NR6 7RN

Tel: 01277 695852  (Office)
Tel: 07789 030381 (Mobile)

Email: ian.eggleden2@btinternet.com
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The provisional dates of meetings in 2007 are:-

Thursday Halford Hewitt Cup
31 March 1st Round at Deal or Sandwich

Thursday Spring Meeting and AGM
26 April West Hill

Sunday Grafton Morrish Qualifier
7 May Royal Ashdown Forest

Tuesday Match v Old Leysians
23 May Brookmans Park

Tuesday Match v Littlehampton
6 June Littlehampton

Wednesday Over 30's v Under 30's
28 June Porters Park

OA FOOTBALL CLUB

Michael Watts (P49-54) sent this email just before the Centenary

Celebration: "Thank you very much for your invitation to attend

the OA Football Club Centenary Celebration on Saturday, 9th

December. I very much regret not being able to attend - I had hoped

that I might have been able to arrange a visit to family in the south

this weekend, but it was not to be.

"Would you please convey my good wishes to anyone attending

who may have great and distant powers of recall?

"Foremost among those must be Cyril Tyson (CR52-87), who

arrived at Aldenham in 1952, and was a wonderfully inspiring

football coach. I last met him at Bolton School in the 1980s or

1990s, maybe, when he used to bring the school team north, to be

toughened up by pre season matches at Bolton, Blackburn and

Bury…… or was it Burnley?

"The OAs were very hospitable to me around 1953 to 1957, during

my time in the 1st XI, and then while an undergraduate at

Emmanuel College. They invited me to play with them many times

and I would have enjoyed further association had it not been for my

move to work in Lancashire. I hope there may be a few there on

Saturday from this era, to recall some good games, including a few

in the Arthur Dunn cup.

"Maybe some from school soccer teams will be there, who did not

participate in OA activities. I recall especially Tim Law (M45-51),
the most solid of centre-halves, Chris Brown (S46-51) and Robin
Chaventre (M49-52) in goal, not simultaneously of course, Eric
White (B47-53), Michael Bett ((P48-53), John Fletcher (P48-
54), Peter Bolt (M49-53), and Hugh Edwards (M49-54).  Peter

Reynolds (S49-55) and  David Mundy (50-55) always seemed to

be on the end of my crosses or corners from the right wing,

valiantly heading those waterlogged, muddy, heavy leather

footballs we used then. 

"Junior" to me was Robert Heslop (M51-55), a truly left-footed

left-winger. Is it not strange that modern football keeps re-

discovering the virtues of "wingers"?! 

"Also from that time I remember playing in House matches against

Simon Fawcus (M52-56). He reminded me of this a few years ago,

when we met at chamber concerts at the Royal Northern College of

Music in Manchester. "You used to run rings round me then", he

said. He was (and is) of course three years younger. I do not think

I would fare so well if I met him now, as a senior circuit judge in

the north-west!

"I would be delighted to hear from anyone who would like to get in

touch."

OA VETERANS FOOTBALL CLUB 
Cup Match vs Carthusians - The Build Up

In the beginning, all seemed to be progressing nicely. The squad

bulged with potential formations and positional options. But from

the Thursday morning onwards, the manager found out how Steve

McClaren feels when his selected squad starts to fall apart. The

rotation policy and the diamond formation were put on the back

burner.

Firstly, Nigel Fenn and Roger Sugarman's agents (in this case,

wives) demanded their company. They seemed to be taking the

interpretation "love, honour & OBEY" to an extreme. But at least

the management has now identified the ultimate decision maker in

each case, and is negotiating their safe release for future games.

John Baugh was required for a meeting with his Board of

Governors, and Jesper Andersen had family over from Denmark!

Put these together with the injuries to Phil Kerr, Mark Robinson,

Dick Marks (long term), Alan Cinnamond, Mark Cox (very suspect

knee injury with the girlfriend over from Prague) and Pete

Godolphin (actually overweight), Neil Davies moving house and

Martin Davies on holiday in his country house in Suffolk. Tony

Cocozza was also unavailable due to commitments in Italy

rumoured to be a last minute invite to Tom & Kate Cruise's

nuptials. Tony has apparently appeared as Tom Cruise's double in a

couple of his recent films.

Further calls to Dick Hall (golf), Mike Mabbott (golf and

confession to being too old), David Pickett (can no longer run),

Miles Gibson (did not reply to messages), Malcolm Harrison (now

living in Ireland), an attempt to coax Andy Clare & Rob Hadrill out

of retirement and emails to Andy Fennell in Istanbul proved

fruitless!
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Anyway, a major signing was made from Belgium, Tim Tight

making a 16 hour round trip for the game, and some frantic calls

on Thursday & Friday evening ensured there were 12, even if

Barrington Dunn only heard of Aldenham on Friday evening, and

Mark Cox was leafing through his legendary Brown Book to find

out Tim McAllister's age, even going as far as phoning John

McAllister to check Tim's actual birthday, but at that stage needs

must!

As to the previous talk of agents, it should be noted that Aldenham

has one proper paid up football agent, Billy Pethybridge, who

looks after Jimmy Bullard, Robert Green and Luke Young

amongst others. I am not sure after today's game if he spotted any

up and coming talent, apart from himself of course!

The team

1. Barrington Dunn 

2. Tim McAllister 

3. Nick Baker 

4. Alex Henchley 

5. Scott Goodfellow 

6. Andy Mayson 

7. Matt Wender 

8. Ant Selwyn (captain) 

9. Toby Jenner 

10. Billy Pethybridge 

11. Tim Tight 

Sub

12. Richard Bannister 

The game

Ant Selwyn's first words were "We have drawn The Land of the

Giants". All bar one of the Carthusians were six footers! Fresh

from two friendly wins in October - beating Wykehamists, 5-2 and

Chigwell 4-0, the Carthusians played their normal Chelski style

football with the ball going from front to back without any

midfield intervention. Their midfield acted as bystanders feeding

on the second ball! In Premiership parlance, they might be

described as a team that "hoofs" the ball. Aldenham, on the other

hand, played more cultured, neat football through the midfield

axis of Wender, Selwyn & Pethybridge, allied to the running

power of Tim Tight.

But the game was barely two minutes old, when Scott 

Goodfellow, striding out of defence to clear the ball, clutched his

groin! Game over for Scott, or maybe it was down to the hangover

from the previous evening! Either way, he is starting to make

Keiron Dyer and Darren Anderton look positively healthy and

injury free!

Anyway, the defence was hastily reorganised with Richard

Bannister slotting in at right back, Tim McAllister moving over to

join Andy Mayson in central defence and Nick Baker at left back.

It has to be said that the defence was outstanding, marshalled by

Andy Mayson, with the robust tacking of Baker & McAllister,

allied with the canny positioning of the seasoned professional

Bannister.

Carthusians had two early chances, one from a strike from their

captain, Jason Golder, who still plays for their 1st XI on a

Saturday, on the edge of the area from a knockdown, and the

other, when Louis, the oldest player on the pitch at 49, a public

school representative team member back in the 1970's of John

Baugh, Dick Hall and Andy Clare, headed wide when it looked

easier to score.

After being bombarded with low throws Aldenham gradually got

more into the game and for the last 20 minutes of the first half

dominated possession and made it difficult for Carthusians to

break out of their half. Aldenham won two identical free kick

situations, in the centre of the pitch about 20 yards out. Billy

Pethybridge took the first without causing the keeper any due

concern, but Ant Selwyn took the second and only narrowly

missed after beating the wall!

At the interval, the game was there for the taking, even though the

Carthusians had created the better chances.

The second half continued the trend of the first. Aldenham

continued to defend well without being duly troubled. But with 13

minutes to go, following yet another set piece, we failed to clear

the ball and a Carthusian shot deflected off the excellent Mayson

to wrong foot the keeper. 1-0 to Carthusians.

At this point, Aldenham mounted a spirited fightback, Tim

McAllister was moved forward, broke up a Carthusian attack and

advanced on their area, the keeper was off his line, Tim tried an

exquisite "Bergkamp chip", which unfortunately landed on the

roof of the net. Aldenham also broke forward again with Matt

Wender spraying the ball out wide for Billy Pethybridge who

arrowed it in for Toby Jenner, who was penalised for fouling their

defender at the far post.

With 4 minutes, Carthusians added a second from a trademark

flicked on corner at the near post, which Louis finished off from

a yard out!

In summary, it was a good performance, albeit an ultimately

losing one, against a team that has won the competition 6 times

and has appeared in the last 4 finals.

Now for the Plate, which is due to be played on Sunday 21

January 2007, venue & opponents yet to be decided! Watch this

space for the report!
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This Edition includes a Centenary
Celebration Football Special on 

Pages 14 to 18
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HONOURS

We congratulate Christopher Beale (S53-58) on his appointment

as OBE in the New Year's Honours' List 2007, for services to

business as Chairman of the Institute of  Directors.

We congratulate John Sugden (M46-50) on his appointment as

MBE in the New Year's Honours' List 2007, for services to the

community in Haslemere.

BIRTHS

Christopher Miller (S69-73) would like to announce the birth of

a lovely boy Oscar Jamal Glendinning on 11 November 2006.

MARRIAGES

On 7th September 2006 Christopher Miller to Salma.

DEATHS

B J Emerton S43-46 29 November 2006 
M English B45-49 29 September 2006
K H Goodacre P28-31 13 January 2007
S G Hodgkinson  S32-35 20 November 2006
E J Lane M43-47 17 January 2007
P McConnell B78-83 14 January 2006
M W McCorkell  M38-40 13 November 2006
J B Moore M42-46 13 October 2006
P H E Newman M40-43 19 November 2006
E M Palmer S24-27 16 December 2006
G C Robins S24-28 7 January 2006
C R Shaw B49-52 31 January 2006
A P Smallman S32-25 18 December 2006
H E N Starr S34-37 23 November 2006
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OA CAMBRIDGE DINNER
Saturday 12th May 2007 

The inaugural Dinner at Cambridge for OAs who attended the University.  Ceri Davies (P2003-05), an
undergraduate of Clare College, is helping us with the arrangements for the dinner which we plan to hold on
Saturday 12th May at Clare College, preceded by the School Chapel Choir singing Evensong in Clare College
Chapel.

If you attended Cambridge, or are a Fellow of Cambridge and are interested in attending, please contact Molly
Barton for more information molly@aldenham.com.

OA Bow Tie

Thinking of attending the OA Dinner?  Want to look your

best and impress your friends from School?  You should

definitely purchase a OA Bow Tie.  The latest in sartorial

elegance, and affordably priced. 

Price £10.50 + £1.00 p&p

Order with a cheque made payable to Aldenham School

Enterprises Ltd, sent to us at the School address.  Order by

phone with a credit card on 01923 851660. Or come to the

School Shop, Monday to Friday during term time.  

Get your order in…in plenty of time before the Dinner!

Dates for your Diary

Saturday 24th February 2007
Regional Lunch in Chepstow

Wednesday 14th March 2007
OA AGM at the School

Saturday 12th May 2007
Cambridge Dinner at Clare College Cambridge

Sunday 24th June 2007
OA Day - all OAs are welcome and the day
will also include a Gaudy Reunion for OAs

who left School in the 1990s.

Friday 14th September 2007
OA Annual Dinner at the Royal Air Force

Club, Paccadilly

AB28085 Aldenhamiana 34 doc.qxp:ALDENHAMIANA28.QXD  13/2/07  10:01  Page 7



OBITUARIES AND TRIBUTES

Paul Griffin (Headmaster 1962-1974) kindly added some further

thoughts to his tribute to Peter Gough (CR66-74) from The

Aldenhamian of October 1974: 

"Peter Gough came to Aldenham in September 1966 to take over

the Housemastership of School House and to teach Physics.  He

had, after war service in the R.A.F., taught at Brighton College,

where he was Housemaster of the School House, Senior Science

Master and Second Master, and by his enthusiastic and exuberant

participation had become a real legend there.

"He was therefore exceptionally well fitted to become the first

Housemaster of School House (which had until then always been

under the direct charge of the Headmaster) and to perceive where

and how its slightly austere tradition might be relaxed and enriched.

"The Brighton legend was soon established at Aldenham.  Before

their first term began, Peter and Daphne, with much help from

their three talented sons, had re-designed the interior of the private

side and, largely on their own, re-decorated much of it.  The Dining

Room, with its red walls and specially designed furniture, and the

Drawing Room were characteristically daring and impressive, but

the whole house was stamped with their personality.  (Daphne's

imaginative scheme for the re-decoration and illumination of the

Chapel interior was just as successful.)

"They loved entertaining, and no effort was too great: boys, staff,

visitors and friends were all made welcome and enriched by

sumptuous fare and hospitality that was both gracious and

exuberant.  They loved the garden and by long patient efforts

transformed it, gathering treasures from far afield and creating that

elusive alliance of waywardness and design which is the essence of

a real English garden.

"In the House, Peter made his impact from the start (notably in house

games, loudly spurring the least athletic to undiscovered

competence and joie-de-vivre).  He saw himself as a father to each

boy, sharing with him both delight and disappointment: above all he

was open and friendly and so created a considerable degree of

openness and trust in the boys too, though a few grieved him by their

failure to respond.  He hated having to speak harshly to anyone: his

whole philosophy was based upon a Christian ethic of love, although

it embraced also some less conventional features drawn from his

own experience of faith healing, clairvoyance and hypnosis.  From

time to time he came into conflict with prevailing views, and

colleagues and boys were sometimes exasperated by his refusal to

take "a strong line" - as indeed by his forgetfulness over trivialities

of times, procedures and routines.  He was concerned with the wood,

as he saw it, and the trees did sometimes go unconsidered.

"In the School, he will be remembered for his constant presence

and support, loud and encouraging on the touchline, and

appreciative at plays and concerts; for his efforts in starting the

Judo Club; for his assistance to Mr Crawshaw in Athletics (he

coached many to success in hurdles events, and was the official

Starter); for helping with squash tuition (and winning his last

match for the Common Room against the School no. 5 in the fifth

game!!); for organising many outings, demonstrations and

lectures, dramatic and scientific; and for that fruity bass in the

Choir, apt so often to linger on after all others were silent!  Also

for words ("super", "torture", etc, etc.), and mannerisms which by

frequent imitation became, as it were, part of the place.

"Drama was a particular interest, for Daphne as well as Peter; he

liked especially classical drama and its later developments, up to

the Restoration, and his productions of School Plays, for which

Daphne designed and largely made the most beautiful costumes,

and for some of which their son Orlando composed the music,

introduced the School to a fair range of such works - Moli?re's

"The Miser", 1967; Shakespeare's "Henry VIII", 1968; Seneca's

"The Trojan Women" and Terence's "The Brothers", 1970; Ben

Johnson's "The Silent Woman", 1972.  The most startling was the

production of Seneca's "Trojan Women", acted in masks, which

drew appreciative comment from Betty Radice in the Times

Literary Supplement.  His own histrionic gifts only twice found

scope on stage here, in the Common Room play "Penny for a

Song", and unforgettably as the Bishop in "The Dutch Uncle"; but

they gave great pleasure to guests and boys alike in his speeches at

the annual House Suppers.

"Those who know Peter and Daphne will by now realise the

inadequacy of words to describe the legend!  Their energy and zest

added immensely to life at Aldenham in those eight years; when

they left we wished them all happiness at Lewes, where Peter, at

last free to take up sculpture, and Daphne, able to devote herself

fully to metier as an interior designer, were to be based in their so-

called "retirement".

"I little thought when I wished Peter that happy retirement that it

would extend over 32 years, or indeed that I should still be here to

state the fact. We have been in touch all through those years, and

have met occasionally, either on a visit to Lewes or at Aldenham,

or at one of his exhibitions of flint figures. In all that time he, and,

until she sadly died, Daphne, have been simply indomitable,

travelling great distances at an age when most of us simply

collapse, and showing that wonderful  bubbly energy that always

characterized them. He was so important a figure to Aldenham that

it is hard to believe that he spent only eight years at the School. So

much was crammed in, leaving so many dazzled and grateful

parents, so much laughter, so much creativeness.

"It was said at Brighton that at least one small boy was convinced

that lesson readers said; "Thanks Peter Gough". He was a law unto

himself, as was shown by my complete failure to persuade him to

confine his spidery writing within the borders permitted on

reports; but what a law his was! When Daphne became immobile,

he tended her fondly till she died, but lost not one whit of his

enthusiasm for life. How well he talked, and how much he

crammed into his time, and what love and laughter he left behind

him! May he rest in peace, and rise in glory."
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Peter Shaw (B52-56) wrote to us: "Please be advised that my

brother CR (Richard) Shaw (B49-52) died on 31st January 2006.

Despite his many ailments he led a giving life.  He was a founder

member of the local hospital radio service, and took his turn on

duty every week for thirty years.  He was a pillar of the local church

as a member of the PCC for twenty years, and was Chairman of the

local Police Liaison Committee for several years."

Jack Moorhouse (M34-36) died on 14th August 2006, and his

son Steve Moorhouse (M64-68) kindly sent this tribute: 

"On leaving Aldenham my father started training as an accountant

but this was interrupted by the war. He served with the Scottish

Horse Medium Regiment Royal Artillery and went into France in

the Normandy landings, where he was awarded the Military

Medal, and thereafter in the Ardennes.

"After the war he resumed his training but a death in the family

meant he was needed to join the family cinema business.

"In 1966 he moved from Manchester to the Isle of Man where he

spent a happy forty years. He is survived by his wife Peggy, son

Steve and daughter Sally."

Sovra Newman, daughter of Philip Newman (M40-43), wrote

kindly to us with the following: 

"My father was born slap bang in the middle of the 1926 General

Strike - apparently his mother coped 'Marvellously'.  Both his

parents were in local amateur dramatics in the Hampstead Garden

Suburb and teenage Philip was persuaded to take part in one play

and declared afterwards that he was 'Never going to act again'!  

"But he had got the bug and at Aldenham School and played a

'memorable' title role in Dr. Faustus. On leaving school in 1943 he

had to decide what he was going on to do; his choices being

Church Architecture or Acting.  He needed more qualifications for

architectural college, so he went to RADA. 

"His first professional job was at Colchester Rep in 1945.  Though

he had volunteered for the RAF he found himself in the Army and

for his basic training was back in Colchester!  Most of his National

Service was spent in touring Austria, Italy and Germany with

CSE, and only in his last year did he do any real soldiering.  

"Demobbed he worked in virtually every rep and regional theatre

in the country; at The Grand, Llandudno he met his wife actress

Agnes Pooley.

"Like a lot of actors of his generation he ended up playing a lot of

military men. He was in the RAF play Worms Eye View.  In 1965

he joined Joan Littlewood's Theatre Workshop Company to be in

the English and western European tour of Oh, What a Lovely War!,

playing amongst other roles General Hague. 

"His London work started with Treasure Island at the Fortune

Theatre in 1949.  He took over the role of Général St. Pé  in Waltz

of the Toreadors.  As a result of his involvement with Theatre

Workshop he was cast as Roger the Ugly in Lionel Bart's ill-fated

show Twang!, initially  directed by Joan Littlewood.  He was in

Ken Hill's The Invisible Man from the very start.

"He did a lot of early Schools & Childrens' TV programmes,

notably Mystery Hall for STV in which he played the mysterious

Zebediah Gast.  In grown-up TV he appeared in shows like The

Main Chance, he also managed to play two characters in ATVs

Crossroads! (First in 1966/67 and then in 1973).  His last film role

was as Nakht in Slave of Dreams, a Dino de Laurentis film of

Joseph which hasn't yet graced British screens.  In spite of

winning the Radio prize at RADA he did very little radio work, the

last being The Ragged Trousered Philanthropist directed by

Michael Bakewell.

"Although he played in many Shakespeare plays he was not, his

description, a classical actor.  He loved to entertain and be

entertained and he really enjoyed the challenge of farce, an art at

which he excelled.  He enjoyed the type of challenge that Theatre

Workshop gave him, though he hated theatre games just for their

own sake.  He was equally happy as Wishy Washy in Aladdin or as

Major Petkoff in Arms & the Man.

“He was a quintessential Englishman - generous and a great sense

of humour.  Outside of the theatre his loves were his family,

walking and aeroplanes, especially WW1 planes.  As children we

were often to be found in a some damp field watching planes

made of what seemed to be paper and string taking off and

landing.  And having been 12 at the start of WW2 he could

identify planes by their silhouettes.  I tested him not long ago- he

could still do it!" 

9

AB28085 Aldenhamiana 34 doc.qxp:ALDENHAMIANA28.QXD  13/2/07  10:01  Page 9



OA NEWS HOME AND ABROAD

Bryan Robson (M49-53): "William Goodman's affection for

"Heckers" (the late Michael Heckford, see Aldenhamiana 33)

must be shared by a great many of us, conformists as well as 'free

spirits'. Since we are threatened with 'living witnesses', it would be

pointless to try to defend Heckers from the charge of an

ungentlemanly complaint to his host about the McGill's food in

our time, which (except for an incident over 'fresh' herrings) I

always thought not at all bad. More characteristic is the alleged

retort to P G Mason (Headmaster 1949-1961), when he made a

point of reminding Heckford to wear appropriate dress in which to

appear in the School photograph. 'Certainly, Headmaster', he is

reported to have said, 'I've got the false beard and rope sandals on

order.'  'Nothing happens in this place', he told me, in a letter I

should have preserved, because it had a delightful original cartoon

at the top: 'Georgie Bolt managed to start a fire in the Labs last

week, but of course it soon went out.'

"Heckers was a splendid character. Whether or not he took his 'art'

seriously, he would dash off rapid sketches of his own towards the

end of a life-drawing class, then toss the results into the waste-

paper basket on his way out. A concerted rush would be made for

these."
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EROS TO EROS  - Friday 6th July 2007
Your Editor is keen to hear from any OAs who 
would like to participate this year….name another
occasion which offers such an irresistible
combination of the dawn breaking over North
London, the (seemingly endless) Edgware Road and
a REAL breakfast at the end.  Go on, stop resisting
and start running!
Please contact Trevor Barton via
oas@aldenham.com 

A REMINDER OF THE NEW SUBSCRIPTION ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR OA SOCIETY MEMBERS

New membership subscription arrangements were unanimously approved at the Society's AGM in 2002, in order to put the finances

of the Society on a sounder footing and to enable the Society to provide members with an improved service, particularly by way of

an expansion of the web site.

Under the new arrangements, from September 2002 pupils who wish on leaving the School to join the OA Society (or their parents)

pay a lump sum which gives membership of the Society for a fixed period of 20 years.  Thereafter such members will be invited to

continue their membership by paying an annual subscription.

As a further part of these new arrangements, all existing Life Members of 20 years plus standing (i.e. who left the School twenty

years ago or more) are invited to pay a voluntary annual subscription to the Society.  This works on a rolling basis and, as the years

go by, further batches of OAs will fall into this category. It is hoped that most OAs, once they pass the 20-year point, will be willing

to pay the voluntary annual subscription. An appropriate sum would be £10 per annum. The Society would of course welcome larger

voluntary subscriptions, particularly from those who wish to continue to receive Aldenhamiana in hard copy.

In conjunction with the voluntary subscription scheme we are continuing to encourage OAs to download future editions of

Aldenhamiana from the web site in order to reduce printing and postage costs to the Society.

So, key points for existing Life Members:

* If you left the School at Christmas 1986 or before, you are invited to start paying a voluntary annual subscription

to the Society.

* If you left the School after Christmas 1986, your 20 years is not up yet!…..but as each year passes the Society will

invite another year's worth of Life Members to start paying voluntary annual subscriptions.

A Standing Order form for voluntary annual subscriptions is included in this issue of Aldenhamiana, will also be included in future

issues, and is on the website.

New School Website

Have you seen the new School Website
www.aldenham.com?  There is a section for
Old Aldenhamians with an events calendar,
reports of OA events, links to the OA website
and lots and lots of pictures of your old
School.    
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An email from Richard Greig (P54-57): "I was sorry to read in

Aldenhamiana 33 of the death of Simon Stanley (P53-58).  We

were contemporaries in Paull's House.

"Simon came from a long line of OAs, both his father & uncle

having attended the school during the 1920s.  His cousin Nigel
Stanley (P52-57) was also in Paull's House.  

"Completely out of the blue I received a long email from Simon,

via Friends Reunited, about two years ago updating me with his

news.  He reminisced about his days at Aldenham, School PT

under the watchful eye of "Sarge" Buckingham & the daily life at

Paull's during the regime of Sam Pollard.  Simon told me he had

migrated to Tasmania, where he had opened a winery producing

local wines.  I did reply asking whether there was an UK outlet,

but regrettably there was no further contact.  

"I shall remember Simon with great affection as he had a keen

sense of humour & was always willing to lend a hand to help

others."  

David Fell (M33-37) was stirred by the letter from Donald
Titcombe (P30-33) in Aldenhamiana 33 into writing after a

silence of a mere 70 years!: "Our two families lived only a few

hundred yards apart in the village of Disley in Cheshire, often

played with Donald and John as a boy and we became members

of the local tennis club both before and after WWII.  Their father

was a respected and kindly GP in the village and perhaps it is

worth mentioning that his fellow GP in the village, Dr Boyle had

five children, of who four, three boys and a girl, all qualified as

Doctors.

"Donald (P30-33) and John (P31-35) were a year or two ahead

of me, in Mead's House, but my two cousins Mike Edmondson
(M29-34) and Tony Edmondson (M32-37), were already in then

Cox's House when I joined in September 1933, Mike being Head

of House.  Barrie McCorkell (M33-37) succeeded him and I

became Second School Prae in 1936 and had a spell as Editor of

The Aldenhamian.  Mr Kennedy (CR34-59) was House Tutor

and my arrival co-incided with that of Mr Riding (Headmaster
33-49), the new Headmaster (no comparison intended!).

"I participated in all sports, soccer, cricket, hockey, tennis,

squash, Eton fives, cross country running and rifle shooting,

enthusiastically, but with no great distinction, though I did shoot

for the school at Bisley, and we used to practice in a disused

quarry, the name of which now escapes me.  The sporting "greats"

I well remember in my time at Aldenham were R.G. Hunt (B29-
34), J M Barrell (SH29-34), J W Lingard (P29-34) , C.C.L.
Pusinlelli (P29-34)  and R.S. Burles (P30-34) .  I think M W
Easby (SH30-34) was just before my time,

"The teaching was first class and I am always indebted to Jock
Evans (CR16-52) for instilling in me my love of History and

Geography and to Fred English (CR15-51) for his efforts to

teach me French, much of which I still remember; also to

Mr Mead (CR14-44) for his implanting the basics of Latin and

Greek into my thick head.

"Shortly after leaving I followed my father into the Commercial

Union Assurance Co (Now AVIVA/Norwich Union), but soon

after, as a Territorial, I was called up on 1/9/1939 into Royal

Signals, where I trained as a Wireless Operator.  After much to-

ing and fro-ing in the U.K., often quite hilarious in its

haphazardness, I was sent out to Naples in Italy, where I joined

the Long Range Desert Group, known for its unorthodox 

sabotage activities behind enemy lines.  As Radio Operator, I was

posted to a Rhodesian patrol under a Captain Ogilvie; they were

a great bunch of lads, not much-enamoured of strict discipline,

but very supportive of a lone Englishman.  We went across to

Yugoslavia in the Trieste-Trireme region behind the German

lines, reporting on enemy troop and shipping movements,

eventually ending back in Italy after the German surrender.  Then

across to Greece for a few months, from where I was returned to

U.K. for demob.

"It was in Greece I met my future wife.  I returned to my job at

Commercial Union and became Underwriting Superintendent,

specialising in motor and liabilities insurance.

"After taking early retirement, my wife and I spent a lot of our

time in Greece, where she has an extensive family, but we are 

now back in the U.K. due to increasing lack of mobility.  We

recently celebrated our diamond wedding with a big family party.

Our two sons have made good careers for themselves, and our

three grandchildren have all passed successfully through

University, so we must consider ourselves more than fortunate in

our lives."

Simon Mitchell (K70-73) has sent us a report on the enjoyment

he has had from Judo over the years:

Simon and son Edward, winners of Silver and Bronze medals in

the Sussex County Trials in 2006.
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"I began my Judo career at Aldenham School with E.J Thompson

(4th Dan M.O.S.J), who was at that time our peripatetic Judo

Instructor. Ian was very much from the old school and a good

competitor in his day. I recall Phil Watkins and Blinko being the

senior members of the Aldenham School Judo Club plus other

strong players like Appenteng (a good all round sportsman and

strong as a horse).

"We won all our tournaments against teams from Eton,

Westminster and Shiplake, who fielded their rowing teams by

giving them a basic few weeks in Judo.

"I left Aldenham School with a Junior 3rd Kyu Blue coloured belt

and joined my local club in Crawley aged 16yrs. I was assessed

as a senior within the British Judo Association scheme (Sport

England backed/ Olympic participant body), and awarded a

Senior Green belt.

"I proceeded to live and breathe Judo for the next 10 years

training 5-nights a week and entering most available competitions

on the National and European circuit.  This is a very competitive

environment, and the guys who won the medal rankings in the

seriously important tournaments such as the "British Open/

Europeans/ Worlds/ Olympics" trained full time and had

sponsorship behind them. Judo was a hobby for me and always

came after my career training as an engineer in Electronic

Engineering followed by technical sales and marketing for

software and hardware products targeting the telecoms sector.

"Then along came my wife Lynn and 5-years further on Edward

(now aged 13yrs) then Sebastian (aged 11yrs) followed by a long

gap then Florence (4yrs). Judo during this time went on the

backburner and having achieved my 2nd Dan Black belt I now

embarked on coaching courses leading to being appointed as a

Sport England Level-3 accredited BJA Senior Club Coach.

Scandalous - Lynn and I married when Edward was 5yrs old -

Edward & Sebastian were pageboys at our wedding.

"Two years ago, aged 48yrs, I began competing in the Masters

Judo circuit consisting of many ex-International/ British and

European Champions. It is very competitive yet at the same time

more relaxed. This means you will talk socially to a guy before

going onto the mat and giving him a good "hiding" (sometimes

this happens in reverse) and still remain good friends after. I

achieved my competitive 3rd Dan within 12-months accumulated

through honourable and hard fought 100-points in competitions

(10-points per ippon win score). Also came 5th out of a pool of

14 players in the European Championships, which was a result

considering the calibre and track record of the other competitors.

"I have always been competitive - and Judo has taught me how to

prepare and compete successfully when the odds are clearly

stacked against you. Also to accept defeat with good grace and

constructively prepare for the next occasion.

Harai Goshi 

The following article about Simon, which we reprint with

acknowledgements, recently appeared in the Crawley Observer: 

"Crawley Judo Club's Simon Mitchell has achieved his ambition

of being picked for the Great Britain Masters Squad.

"Simon, who turned 50 in October, is Crawley Judo Club's

secretary and senior coach.  But now instead of coaching, he will

be the one in the fighting arena after a successful couple of years.  

"Simon achieved his second dan at black belt in 1980 but had not

really had any competitions or gradings for 20 years due to other

commitments like playing rugby.  But in the last couple of years

he has got back on the Masters circuit and last week had it

confirmed that he will be representing Great Britain in the World

Championships next year.  He said: "I really came back onto the

Masters circuit with a vengeance.  I have been injury free and

competing successful in the U100kg (over 90kg but under 100kg)

weight category despite being at the disadvantage of being at the

bottom of this weight category at 92kg.

"This year I have competed in eight Masters events all over the

country taking medal ranking positions, mainly gold and silver.

Then there was the British Masters where I came third.  I would

love to win the British title, that is another ambition.  But it is an

incredible achievement being selected for the Masters squad.  I

am now entitled to wear the prized Great Britain Masters Squad

badge on my judo jacket.  That is a great honour for myself and

for the club."

"And now Simon will be in training for Brazil in July this year.

But he is still not going to ignore his commitments at home.  He

said: "There is a training session on Sunday but my son is in a

play at Holy Trinity School and I don't want to miss that!  And

also I have to keep training the juniors coming through at

Crawley Judo Club.  But I will be focussing on the World

Championships next year in Brazil.  There is a squad of about 45

people and there will be great camaraderie between us all.  In

years gone by, you used to take events so seriously because you

were on your own.  But this is a team event so it will be much

more relaxed."
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"Simon will be training to compete in key 2007 events such as the

British Masters Championships, the European Masters Judo

Championships to be held in France plus the World Masters Judo

Championships in Brazil.

"Simon's personal goals for 2007 are to win his 4th Dan Black

Belt, secure his place again in the squad and work towards a 

medal position in the European and World Masters

Championships.  

"The Masters events in the UK are for British Judo registered

players from 35 years of age.  The standard of the Masters

competition especially in the European and World Championship

events is high and taken seriously due to participation by

numerous ex-international players, ex-Olympic and European

champions.  

"Simon said: "I like to compete when I can, but the coaching is the

most important thing at the club."  

John  Sugden (M46-50) was appointed MBE in the  New Year's

Honours List 2007 and sent the following article, which appeared

in his local paper:

"Amongst those honoured by the Queen in the New Year’s

Honours list is Haslemere resident John Sugden who receives the

MBE "for services to the community in Haslemere Surrey". He

was also honoured last year in April  by the Queen with the receipt

from her  of Maundy Money at the Royal Maundy Service at

Guildford  Cathedral,  for services to the church and community.

"He is a former Waverley District Councillor, Town Councillor,

and Mayor of Haslemere. His various appointments have included

Chairman of Haslemere Round Table,  Chairman  of Governors of

the Dolmetsch Foundation of Early Music, and of Shottermill

Middle School, and Governor of Woolmer Hill School.  He

recently completed 31 years as a Trustee of Haslemere Hall, 25 of

them as Chairman., and is now Life President. He is a Trustee of

the Haslemere Comrades Club.   He is active in Parish  Church life

at St Bartholomew's Church, a choir member , and  his wife

Jennifer is Churchwarden. He is on the Parochial Church Council

, Secretary of Godalming Deanery Synod, and member of

Guildford Diocesan Synod.  Before retirement he was Chairman

of a Buying Group of 300 toyshops including a branch in

Haslemere.

"He confessed himself "flabbergasted and greatly honoured at the

Award", but grateful too to all those who have supported, him

especially the Trustees and staff of Haslemere Hall for over 30

years."

John added: "You might also be interested that I have recently (at

the age of 74) graduated with BA (Hons) degree from the Open

University. I decided that as I had not , for various reasons,  gone

to University  after Aldenham, I would make up for it by going

after retirement! It took 6 years part time but was most rewarding.

I would recommend it to anyone in the same position as myself. It

is never too late! Many thanks to Mr R.I.Stokes, my French master

at Aldenham, for giving me such a fantastic grounding; I was

complimented by my tutors on my pronunciation and my grammar

-all remembered from schooldays!"  
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NEW COLOUR PRINT OF 
THE SCHOOL

The School has commissioned a new, very
colourful and action packed print of the School
by the artist Ivel Muller.  In a departure from
tradition this print shows not only the buildings
but also all the grounds and activities, academic
and otherwise.  The print is available for sale
and you can view it and see information on
prices on the School Website
www.aldenham.com. 

If you do not have access to a computer or the
internet and are interested please contact the
OA Office and we will be happy to help.  

ATTENTION EMAIL USERS

The School subscribes to an external
company which filters out ISPs (Internet
Service Providers) which carry a lot of
SPAM.  AOL and Tiscali in particular (and
there may be others) are two ISPs which are
often filtered out.  OAs using these ISPs, who
also correspond with the OA Office via email,
may find they have difficulty either sending
or receiving email.  You may wish to consider
changing ISP.  For your information the ISP
'chat21.com' is a part of Tiscali.  
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OA FOOTBALL CLUB
CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

HISTORY OF THE OLD ALDENHAMIAN FOOTBALL CLUB

The Old Aldenhamian Football Club was founded in 1905 by AF Leach-Lewis, SG Luker, and JR Paull, all Cambridge 'Blues' and

Corinthians.  In the 17 years from 1889 to 1905 on only 4 occasions did Cambridge play Oxford without at least 1 Aldenhamian in the

side and 4 Aldenhamians played for the Corinthians against South Africa.  Perhaps these were the "Golden Years".

The period from 1905 to the outbreak of the First World War was a successful and a cosmopolitan one.  DT Middleton played for

Demerara, W Harrison captained Argentina against Brazil, CJK Deakin went on the AFA tour of Bohemia.  The Club reached the final

of the Hertfordshire AFA Cup in four successive years, being victorious in 1914.  It also reached the final of the Arthur Dunn Cup in

1913, losing 1-2 to Brighton.

The Club was revived after the War in 1919 with JR Paull as President.  LF Partridge played football for England against France and also

represented Great Britain in the 110 metres hurdles.  The Club reached the final of the Arthur Dunn Cup in 1921 and 1922.  A leaner time

followed, but success came in 1934 when the Old Wykehamists were beaten by 6 goals to 2 in the final.  EDR Shearer was the Old

Aldenhamian Captain.  He won many honours in the game, English Amateur International, Irish League International, GB Olympic

Games Berlin 1936, FA Amateur Cup Medal.  The Club continued to be a force until the outbreak of the Second World War.  

The Club was revived in 1946 with RS Burles as Captain.  Conditions were difficult but met cheerfully and forcefully.  There was a highly

successful period in the late 1950s, a trough in the early 1960s and early 1970s

The Advent of the Arthurian League in 1962 added another dimension of competitive football, and success returned with the Club

reaching the final of the Dunn in 1964.  Problems arose however from the amount of football being played and the Club struggled to

recruit enough good players to meet its commitments.  The corner was turned in 1971, and under the leadership of S Hitchins, R Hill and

I Eggleden the 1st XI moved from bottom of the Arthurian League to Champions in 1976-77.  The climax to this period was victory in

the Arthur Dunn Cup over Old Brentwood in 1979.

Since the 1970s there have at times been three OA football teams and a veterans' side and they have all had their successes.  The 1st XI

has fluctuated between the Premier Division and Division 1 and were champions of Division 1 in 1981-82.  The 2nd XI were champions

of Division 3 in 1983-84, 1986-87 and 1993-94 and Division 4 in 1998-99.  They won the Junior League Cup in 1990-91.  The 3rd XI

were champions of Division 4 in 1983-84 and Division 5 in 1976-77.   The Veterans were runners-up in the Arthurian Veterans' Cup in

2003, only narrowly defeated in extra time. 

Aldenham Footballers, both OA and School sides, have always seemed able to play up to and beyond their collective strength.  This is

vital as most Schools that are played are twice, if not more, the size of Aldenham.  Such spirit is indeed key to the success not only of the

Old Aldenhamian Football Club, but also to that of School Football.  It is hoped that, in this and other ways, the two will go forward

together and achieve further success in the future.

Past v Present 16 December 1905
Report of the first football match between OAs and the School after the formation of the OAFC - OAs 5 : School 0
"This match was played on Saturday, December 16th, and resulted in an easy victory for the Old Boys by five goals to nil.  The game 

was poor throughout and exceedingly "scrappy," glimpses of combination, especially in the School XI, were few and far between.  The

visitors' right wing was early in evidence, and Hobson soon scored a good goal after a clever individual run.  Half way through the second

half Symns, who was showing considerable pace at outside right, broke through the defence and scored a second goal.  After this the

exchanges were fairly even until the interval, both sides attacking in turn and failing in front of goal, with the result that the score

remained 2-0. 

"Shortly after restarting, S G Etheridge, profiting by a mistake by the School backs, ran through at a great pace and had no difficulty in

defeating Cooke.  All this time the School forwards were making very poor attempts to combine, continually allowing themselves to be

robbed through their slowness.  The defence, thus severely taxed, were quite unequal to the task of coping with the repeated attacks of the

visitors' forwards, who added two more goals before time.  

"For the Past, Ramage, Hobson and Symns were the best, while the Present all played below their form with the exception of Cooke, who

did some good things in goal, and Philby, who worked hard at centre half."  
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School v Old Aldenhamians 19 November 1955
Report of the match between OAs and the School in the 50th year of the OAFC - OAs 2 : School 0
"A dull day and intermittent drizzle dampened our spirits and our game, especially after Mustill's unfortunate injury in the fifteenth

minute.  The game degenerated into a series of scrappy exchanges whereby Riley and nine men battled against an OA team which 

did not inspire confidence.  It is to the credit of the School that they managed to hold out for sixty minutes, thanks also to a sporting

gesture by Muir, the OA inside-left who, realising that a penalty award against Riley was rather severe, decided not to convert but to

place the ball gently at Lloyd-Taylor's feet.  Our wing-halves had a thankless task against an elusive pair of inside-forwards, whilst

the attack in the second-half, handicapped as they were, disappointed: they never showed any fight."  

ARTHUR DUNN FINAL WINNING TEAM 1979
Back Row: RC Beechener; SD Massey (sub); JR Baugh; M Vaughan; DR Pickett; PSS Kerr; JDL Yule

Front Row: RD Hall; PK Smith; AN Clare (Capt); AR Limb; S Rohleder 

ARTHUR DUNN FINAL WINNING TEAM 1934
Back Row: MA Nelson; AWS Sim; M Lampard; LR Kent; NS Smith-Spark; PJ Hardie
Front Row: PR Hardman; DJ Sparke; EDR Shearer (Capt); CR Hardman; RB Morton
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OA FOOTBALL CLUB C
OAs Take on th

Saturday 9th December 2
“The weather was perfect, the mood and atmosphere buoyant…. so all we needed to celebrate 100 years of OA football was a great game
of football.  The old boys filtered down from the OA chags to see a robust group of lads warming up and stretching under Andrew
Stephenson's command. The unity of the school team in unfamiliar lillywhite (we had the privilege of wearing the classic gold and black)
looked impressive and gave out a warning of things to come.

“The game started as the crowd were arriving, either from the School Dining Hall where an honouree lunch had taken place or the warmth
of the Three Horseshoes where festive drinking had been taking place!  Well like Martyn Berg they missed a glorious opening for the old
boys within 30 seconds. The school keeper saved brilliantly at Martyn's feet and as the defence scrambled back Martyn snatched the
rebound onto the foot of the post. The school team immediately responded with a little sledging of each other. But within five minutes
Martyn had cleverly positioned himself again and latched onto Nick How's through ball, this time there was no mistake as he rounded
the keeper to put the Old Boys one up. Unfortunately for the OAs, this goal put fire into the dragon's belly.  I believe it was Tobias Bryan
who waltzed down the right flank and earned a free kick having tricked our defence into a foul. As with all classic encounters a little
comedy on the pitch does the game no harm. After ignoring several hand-ball appeals from both sides Paul Knight flicked on the near
post free kick and claimed his first goal in senior football. The crowd called for a drop ball! The defence looked for a case! And the
youngsters hugged each other instead of the Ref. That put the cat amongst the pigeons, now with their tails up the School Team showed
plenty of confidence and self belief. Another run down the wing, it must have been that Tobias again, saw a looping cross into the middle
for Hamoun to be perfectly placed for the School's second goal. 

“As we scratched our heads in disbelief at the pace of the School's passing we also blamed the low sun for the errors of our ways. In the
middle of the park Daniel 'Quicky' looked the complete footballer - he was well supported by Robby. Every time they touched the ball
they were in turn  well supported by the  wild, screaming segment in the stand (those were the days).The OAs defending and passing was
shocking for a full 30 minutes of the first half. When Zak decided to pass it out from the corner flag we ended up conceding a soft penalty.
The School went three one up and were in no mood to stop there.

“As we turned around at half time so did the fortunes of the older Aldenhamians. The sun was piercing into the defensive eye line, the
wind was behind our backs and the desire not to let down the bumper crowd sharpened the OAs resolve. Shipo was getting down the flank
like all wing backs should do and supported Pat Harding in an attempt to get past the School left back. That proved to be a tricky task,
the lad in question was outstanding. 

“With as much ability as his patter, this School player kept one of the Arthurian leagues most promising goal scorers under wraps. What's
more he aggressively went down the left flank and created havoc at every opportunity. Paul Hubbard was steady at the back and we felt
the game was swinging back in our favour. The two School centre backs who had towered in the first half  without putting a foot wrong
were now under the spell of the  winter sun and after plenty of pressure from Andre, How and Morgan the in-swinging corner saw a pulled
shirt and Nick How slotted home the resulting penalty. The schoolboys still had the lead and instead of sitting back bravely looked to take
the game beyond the OAs.  It was a fantastic one-on-one save by Connor Woolley that rescued the OAs from a certain defeat.   The clock
was running down on the OAs as the School keeper pulled off a very different but equally superb save. Shipo's 38 yard howlitzer looked
destined for the top left corner, as it fizzed and swirled over our heads like a Z1 bomb; the keeper tracked it and somehow pushed it over.
It was a stunning strike that lifted the Old Boys whilst the save drew gasps from the crowd. Matt Butcher was now set on breaking out of
defence his decision finally came up trumps with the final whistle just around the corner. He surged past two players and spotted the
first's captain making the start of his run into the box… the chipped pass was perfect for Martyn Berg to take the ball on and coolly slot
home for a lovely leveller.   It was honours shared at the end of a very enjoyable game. The crowd had seen six goals, including one by
the ref, which one spectator in the crowd worked out had never been seen by the 1000 collective years of football from those in the stand.
The OAs were pleased to debut Andre Sharma and Conner Woolley  and if we were honest with ourselves we would like to take our hats
off to the school team, who without doubt played the better football and  deserved the victory.  

OA 2nd XI   1  :  School 2nd XI   3

“The second team contest was close in the first half as the 1 -1 score at the interval suggests, with the OAs equalising after the School
had gone ahead with a Paltiel Obadan headed goal from a near-post corner. Up to that point, David Culberson had looked very
comfortable in goal, only having to break sweat in collecting a number of wayward shots from behind his goal. The OA equaliser came
from Toby Jenner after a move involving Tim McAllister and Mike Okoro beat the School's offside trap.

“In the second half, a few injuries and tiring legs gave the School the incentive to exploit their youthful exuberance, and two well struck
shots from James Charnley and Cameron Fennell sealed the victory. The contest was played in good spirit and, hopefully, no long term
injuries were incurred!

………and a big thank you to the Referees Paul Knight and Nick Pulman.
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B CENTENARY MATCHES 
n the School

er 2006 - Kick-Off 2.00 pm

OAFC 1st XI

OA Squad
Andrew Tilbury S71-77
Richard Bannister S76-79
Matthew Allen M86-91
Nicholas Baker K82-87
Guy Bartram B87-92
Nicholas Belkin M89-94
Andrew Berg B89-94
Martyn Berg B92-97
Zackary Berman B89-93
Andrew Carroll L90-95
Scott Goodfellow M79-84
Patrick Harding L97-02
Nicholas How M92-97
Paul Hubbard P92-97
Simon Hunt L90-95
Toby Jenner M84-87
Tim Mcallister P88-93
Hanif Moledina S82-87
Mike Okoro P86-91
Andre Sharma L01-06
Daniel Shipton K96-03
Alexander Walters B88-93
Connor Woolley P99-06

OLD ALDENHAMIAN FC MID-SEASON REPORT 2006-07

1st XI:
Rather like the Spurs team last year, who were struck down on the last day of the season by food poisoning, so losing their Champions
League place, the Old Aldenhamian 1st XI were unfairly knocked off their promotion place by an Old Westminsters team, who had
already run away with the league, playing a very understrength side against one of the other teams, which happened to be the only
team which could overtake the Old Aldenhamians into the promotion position in 2005-06.

Starting a season when you have been unbeaten since November 2005 was always going to be difficult and so it has proved. The Old
Aldenhamian 1st XI was beaten in their first 3 games not by better teams but by themselves - lacklustre defending, poor finishing
and lack of desire being the culprits.

However the last 2 league games have seen a dramatic improvement, and beating the Old Chigwellians convincingly, a team many
thought would walk the league this year, has put a spring back the 1st team's step and inspired some superb football.  We even came
back from 3-0 down after the first half away at Old Malvernians, with a much weakened 1st XI, to draw 4-4 - which proved that the
fight is back in the belly of the Old Aldenhamian 1st XI.

2nd XI:
A rather different story can be told about the 2nd XI. Last year was a difficult season for a team suffering from a lack of new recruits.
As hard as they battled, it was tough to see how the 2nd XI, promoted the year before, would be able to hold their own in a much
stronger league. However, good results against the Old Brentwood 3rd team and the Old Wellingtonians secured their place in Div3
for another year.

It was assumed this year that with the addition of a couple of fancied new teams in Div 3 the Old Aldenhamian 2nd XI would be
fighting relegation again. Not so, a superb victory against the Old Oundelians, a draw with the Old Chigwellians 3rd XI, followed by
two great victories against the Old Bradfieldians 2nd XI and the Old Kings Scholars means the Old Aldenhamian 2nd XI is not only
in third place, a point behind the top two teams - with 3 and 4 games in hand against teams 2 and 1 respectively - but they are also
one of three teams still unbeaten in the entire Arthurian League.  
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…..and seen on the touchline

S T Adams (P52-56)
J T Barton (K71-75)
J R Baugh (S69-74)
R C Beechener (S73-78)
R C Chaventre (M49-52)
T H Cinnamond (S80-85)
A N Clare (S68-73)
P B J Clemow (K88-93)
M A Cox (K77-82)
C Creelman (P43-46)
J L Davies (S76-80)
A E Engel (P56-59)
S J D Fawcus (M52-56)
W H Gamble (B52-55)
R D Hall (K69-74)
A Henchley (S77-81)
D J James (M43-48)
P T Johnson (S83-88)
A R Limb (S71-75)
M J Mabbott (S70-75)
A D Massey (S43-47)
S D Massey (S69-74)
D J Mundy (S74-79)
S J Murray (M51-54)
D R Pickett (K72-76)
J D Rimer (P56-60)
F E Rogers (S53-58)
S Rohleder (S69-73)
J N Sainsbury (M43-47)
N Schollick (M43-48)
A S Wood (S54-59)
J D L Yule (S66-71)
& WAGS (wives & girlfriends)

18
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The Photograph of Meads House

taken in the Summer Term 1933 and

reproduced on Page 24 of

Aldenhamiana 32 created a flurry of

correspondence and here we have

reprinted the photo and the table of

names with most of the gaps filled in.

"A R Campbell (P30-34), now Lord

Campbell of Alloway, wrote to

confirm himself as Back Row No. 10

(when aged 16!).  

J P Perkins (P32-37) wrote: "I have

just received the latest edition of

Aldenhamiana.  With reference to the

House Photo I have confirmed with a

tick nearly all the boys.  There were

also two brothers - Rawlins Senior and

Dennis Rawlins - but for some reason

I cannot find them in the photo;

strange.

" It was my first term of Summer 1933

when the photo was taken.  My elder

brother - back row - was still there in

the same House.  It gives one a

peculiar felling to see a photo of

oneself a the beginning of ones life

with so much to come - the war etc.  

"For your information, when last I visited Paull's House some 4

years ago I noticed in the corridor near the Dining Room on the wall

a similar photo taken a year later.  I offered the Housemaster to

provide all the names of those in the photo - which I did, less one, I

believe."  

Donald Titcombe (P30-33): "I was most interested in Thomas

Hampson's letter and his photograph of Mead's House 1933.  I must

have the photo but it will be buried in a lot of other memorabilia of

my times at Aldenham.  

"I was surprised not to see Basil and Dennis Rawlins names as

being in the photograph as Basil was a very old friend of mine until

his death following a skiing accident.  I'm sure the OA Society must

have details of his successful career in the Royal Engineers which

he entered through an engineering degree from Trinity College,

Cambridge.  He eventually reached the rank of Brigadier and

General in the French Army in NATO.

"I hope to be 90 in June (2006) after 30 years in general practice and

latterly working with the Citizens Advice Bureau.”

"For OA information I was in the Navy for 5 years and remaining in

the RNVR for 10 years after hostilities ended, attaining the (high!!)

rank of Surgeon Lieutenant Commander and as a regular attendee at

the meetings of Manchester Naval Officers' Society. 

"I was previously in HMS Liverpool on Home Fleet duties from

Scapa Flow and Russian Convoys, until she was torpedoed in a

Malta convoy.  I was then appointed to HM Aux Hospital at

Dartmouth, after which I was appointed to HMS How which saw

service in the Far Eastern Fleet based in Trincomalee, Sri Lanka.

We then went via Australia to the British Pacific Fleet and were part

of the British Task Force involved in the Okinawa Offensive which

consisted of the 4 Fleet Aircraft Carriers, King George V, Howe,

numerous cruisers and destroyers.  

"My brother John (P31-35) who was also in the Navy as a Surgeon

Lieutenant and was mostly in Hunt class destroyers and

unfortunately died of a stroke when 73."

And finally from the sender of the original photo, Thomas
Hampson (P32-35): " That Mead's House photo - it occurred to me

that position No.16 in the back row is probably occupied by C M
Burn (P32-35) next to M H Archer (P32-35).

19

Back Row Second Row  from top Seated Front Row
1 G M Culley J M Titcombe W B Draper A W Grant 
2 J B Mason J W Lingard G B Barker 
3 T A Hampson P C A Somerville Miss Mead J P Perkins
4 J A Pomeroy G C F Mead G Gillman 
5 R P Wingate D W Liddell G W Mabbott   H W A Maude 
6 K S Allom R S Burles C C L Pusinelli  B S Agate
7 E F J Perkins I   J Greig P N Phizackerley A N Gillman 
8 T Hydes N W Plumpton C R Clarke
9 H M Pomeroy
10 A R Campbell D M Titcombe 
11 G H Armstrong-

Lushington-Tulloch K E Plumpton 
12 A M Humbert F N M Pusinelli 
13 M A Priestley C D Wilson 
14 M F Murray J P Blake 
15 M H Archer 
16. C M Burn
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John Hopkins (P39-42) also wrote with memories of Paull's, this

time during the war: "Most of my time at Aldenham was during the

war, so my more vivid memories relate to that aspect.

"During the time when the Germans were blitzing London, there

was a good deal of noise around the school at night: planes,

sporadic anti-aircraft gunfire, and the occasional dumping of

unused bombs by the Luftwaffe.  The latter penetrated deep into the

local clay before exploding and forming an underground cavity,

which would fill with water and eventually collapse.  The clay soil

transmitted the shock waves and caused the school buildings to

sway.

"In Mead's for one or two terms at the time all the boys were

equipped with palliases (straw mattresses) and we had to bring these

down from the dormitories at bedtime and sleep on the ground

floor.  Quite what advantage this was supposed to confer escapes

me now.

"Older boys were involved in fire watching during the night and

some of us had to patrol the grounds.  On one occasion with a

colleague we were near the boundary hedge at about two in the

morning.  Suddenly without any warning a hidden cow on the other

side of the hedge let out a blood curdling bellow!  It was funny in

retrospect, but heart stopping at the time.

20

Following the Paull's Reunion last Summer, Tim Glazier (P47-51) (see photo opposite!) sent the following memories of his time there: 

LIFE IN THE 1940s IN PAULL'S HOUSE

Did you know that it is just under the taps where dirt always collects and is most easily missed when cleaning a hand basin?   Did you

know that you can keep a large Common Room completely clean without the use of a broom by having young boys to pick up every

bit of litter and dust with their fingers?   I learned these vital truths of life in my first few weeks as a new boy aged 13 at Paull's in

1947 and if ever I recount to friends the regime of conduct that prevailed at Paull's during that time, I am usually met by incredulity

and disbelief!

Revisiting Paull's earlier this year for the delightful Centenary celebrations, I was once again filled with memories of my time there

(47-51).   These were not, I would hasten to add, unhappy recollections but undoubtedly, measured against today's school life-style

were 'extreme' by most standards!   Half a century dulls the memory so I hope others from that period will forgive any inaccuracies,

or you might like to add to the following with recollections of your own.

Essentially the system at Paull's, similar no doubt to all other Houses at the time, was based upon strict hierarchy - this being

established by the term or year that you joined the school, and your 'seniority' had to be reflected both in your conduct and in your

clothing.   This latter aspect was governed not only by what you wore but how you wore it:  ie we all had the conventional grey

herringbone uniform jackets but in your first year you had all three buttons fastened, in the second you could release one, but only as

a prefect could have all buttons unfastened.   There were of course many other such dress variations that indicated seniority.

With regard to conduct, examples that come to mind are these.   A junior could not pass through a door before a senior:  good training

in manners, but in practice sometimes a nightmare leading to large groups of boys trying to get through a door at one time, each

awaiting his slot in the hierarchy!   Perhaps more extraordinary was the rule on 'picking up'.   This was listening to the conversation of

a senior:  again a great training in polite conduct, but in a large common room how does one not hear the conversation of another?

The answer is that you do not look at the speaker or show a reaction to what has been said, indeed any obvious looking at a senior,

whether speaking or not, was considered to be 'picking up'.

Then there was the required conduct of 'boys'.   A 'boy' was anyone in his first three terms and they were responsible for keeping the

common room and changing rooms (chags) clean and tidy, together with other menial tasks for seniors.   I am quite sure the system

was implemented in order that bumptious youngsters, who arrived at Aldenham having been senior boys or prefects at their prep

schools, could be put in their place!   The Common Room at Paull's had six large tables and the 'boys' were confined at all times, except

during prep, behind one of these in a corner.   To look into the other part of the room occupied by seniors was 'picking up'.   Before

the daily assembly the 'boys' would clean the room and, brooms not being allowed, would go round the room, eyes lowered, cleaning

up the smallest pieces of rubbish and dust with their fingers!

The great compensation of such a system, and probably what made it bearable, was of course that with the passing of time everyone

rose up the hierarchy and so gained the privileges and seniority over others, so the 'privilege' of being able to undo one jacket button

was all the sweeter for having been denied this possibility - as was passing through a door before others!   In fact, apart from these

somewhat extreme practices, I do not recall a regime of harsh punishment, but a lot of camaraderie and a very strong House spirit.

Certainly we all survived, you could say thrived - 'character building' I think they call it!
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"The need to aid food production provided other variations to the

school routine.  We helped on local farms doing hedging, ditching,

spud picking, stoking sheaves, (no combines then), feeding the

threshing machine, etc.

"Personally I enjoyed this work and learned how to drive a tractor,

(there were no hydraulics on them then), how to plough, including

how to set out a field for ploughing, and so on.  I began seriously to

consider farming, or possibly agricultural engineering as a future

career.

"All these activities were in addition to the normal school routine

lessons, prep, P.E., exams, going for runs, Cadet Corps, etc. etc."

John adds, 'In passing, the only person whom I had known who was

killed in the 39-45 war was Dick Heynes (B38-42), one of my

contemporaries at Aldenham.  We were both studying the same

science subjects.  He came of Herefordshire farming stock, and as

far as I recall was killed in a raid on the German submarine pens at

St Nazaire, at a time when I was still in training.  I remember him

each November 11th."

A letter from Michael Buckley (P45-48): "The Paull's House

photograph sent to you by Thomas Hampson and shown in

Aldenhamiana 32 caused me to look at a similar photograph taken

15 years later.  I enclose the photograph of Paull's House in July

1948 (below) and a list of those whose names I remember.  As this

was my last year at the School the few whose names escape me are

junior boys, mainly in the front row.  

"In 1933 there were no boys wearing blazers or six form ties.  Also

in the 1933 photograph there were 42 boys, but 53 in 1948.  I

wonder how many boys are now in Paull's House, or are some of

them Girls? From what I remember of the House it would be

difficult to accommodate girls.  (Ed: 44 boys, 36 girls) 

Back Row
1.  R G Hopkins
2.  C W Millar
3.  W R Richards
4.  D G Reading
5.  P R Billingshurst
6.  J M Poole
7.  D C R Allen
8.  J R Glazier
9.  A P Allen
10. R T Greenacre
11. G A P Brown
12.
13.

Second Row
A H Henderson
G B Smethurst
R W Gibbs
D W Gough
M A Logan
M E A Aram
G E F Rawlins
M E Buckley
D J Palin
D J Green
J M Helder
J D Ball

Third Row
D J Hodges
?
?
R J Dibben
J K Stanton
A J Pearce
R J Willoughby
R J Buckley
P G Koralek
J G Williams
I D Todman
P G Huxtable
T E Glazier

Fourth Row
J L English
Mrs Pollard
I Grisenthwaite
S R Pollard
G C Wurtzburg
G A E A Fletcher
T E B Bateman

Front Row
?
B  R Hazlitt
J S Allen
M Weisz
?
?
?
?
?
?
?
?
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"I am a retired solicitor.  I have been married for more than 42 years

and have two grown up daughters.  Apart from my brother Robert
(P46-50) the only OA with whom I have been in regular contact

over the years is Geoffrey Smethurst (P44-48) who sadly lost his

wife in 2003.  My wife and I were very fond of her.

"I always get pleasure from reading Aldenhamiana and I

congratulate you for producing such a splendid magazine."

J L English (P43-48): "Just received my first ever copy of

Aldenhamiana by snail mail and many thanks for sending it to me.

Guess what, I have been an OA for 58 years and when I go to read

my first Aldenhamiana there is a photo of me from 1947..."The

Praes" !!!!! (Ed: John is also in the Paull's House photo above - I

don't know for how long we can keep up this flattery!)

"My wife Margaret paid me the immense compliment of saying that

she recognized me right away! I have made a note to tell this to the

old bugger who stares back at me making funny faces, each

morning when I am shaving, but I doubt if he will believe me.

"We may have to sell our Bed & Breakfast at the end of the 2007

season (personal reasons...there's nothing wrong with our Home

from Home) so if any OAs are thinking of coming this way (Ed:

Ontario, Canada), our website is www.greenscornerbandb.com

...and we offer a special discount to OAs !"

C R Riding (M41-45), son of G A Riding (Headmaster 1933-49),
supplied the following three interesting items that might be of

interest:

1) “The reference to the two versions of the John Dewes'

telegram reminded me that I had on my bookshelves a copy of

Hubert Leslie's book 'Artful Art and Breathless Brainwaves', which

had belonged to my father, in which Mr Leslie relates many

incidents from his career as an Artist-Entertainer.  I looked up

Aldenham School and found a third version of the telegram,

probably correct in view of its provenance:-

"One of the Alliterations they gave me that evening was read out to

me from the body of the Hall: 

'Aldenham Ardently Acclaims and Applauds An Aldenhamian's

Admirable And Auspiciously Astronomical Achievement!'  This,

not unnaturally, was Greek to me, and pretty poor Greek at that.  I

asked for enlightenment.  

"The Headmaster stood up in his place and explained that this was

the text of a telegram the School had sent to an Old Boy who had

just achieved the remarkable feat of scoring 1,000 runs in May for

Cambridge."

"Is it known who composed the telegram?

2) "Some time ago you asked for war-time reminiscences; I

feel that the following is too good to be lost to posterity:

'This letter appeared in the Graphic, Picture Post (it was

common practice in those days for boys to receive parcels of food

etc. from home to supplement the limited school rations) -

"Mice in the Post"

From Scholars of Cox's (now McGill's) House, Aldenham

School, Elstree, Herts.

Sir, For the past six months parcels which we have been

receiving (apart from being many days in the post, which we can

understand owing to wartime conditions) have been gnawed

through by mice and the contents ruined.  Clothes, food and letters

have been destroyed.  Surely something can be done to alleviate this

nuisance.

J.T. Spurgen, C.J. Boggon, L. Foss, N.W. Jephcott, J.G.

Dawe, J.C. Narbeth, J.A. Stone, P.S. Dawes, C. Riding, P.W. Coxon,

J.R. White, J.E. Daniels, R.T. Franklin, G. Jamesbrook, P.J. Harvey,

D.A. Parsons.

"A few days later the following poem was received:

Dear Sirs

Having read with great distress

Your anxious letter to the press

Enclosed herein is sound advice

On how to frustrate hungry mice.

Have your parcels lined with tin, 

And never conceal cheese within.

Print your labels - "DYNAMITE",

Sprinkle tin-tacks on the cake, -

Even mice get tummy-ache!

Soak string in carbolic lotion,

Isn't that a lovely notion?

We hope that these truly bright ideas

Will realise your greatest fears;

And if, by accident, instead

Of mice you find the postman dead

Do not try to shift the blame

To us. You see, we've signed no name,

Signed: The Stand-Up Club.

With best wishes to our fellow-member at your school.

EPILOGUE

We never thought that Cox's House

Could be so shaken by a mouse!

Can it be the English Nation

Is falling to - degeneration?!?!

3) "An extract from a letter written by my father to his sister

in January 1969:

'A party of four came to lunch [my parents were then living in

Mevagissey, Cornwall].  The son-in-law of one of those at the

lunch, a Major in the Royal Marines, was able to give me news of

a very fine Captain of the School who became a Lt. Colonel of

Marines, but has now retired.  He and five other House Captains

had broken out of their Houses at midnight and had been driven by

22
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a sister of one of the boys to her parent's home (they were away) for

a breakfast in the middle of the night.  This was at the end of my

first year (1934) and I learnt that it was a long-standing

tradition…..It had to be stopped.

'They had all left the school, but on the first morning of the holidays

I either telephoned or sent telegrams to say I wanted to see them at

the school at 11 o'clock that morning.  Crombie, the Captain of the

School, had already joined the Marines.  They all admitted what

they had done, so I got out my cane and gave each of them eight of

the best and put the school out of bounds to them for 2 years.  I

shook hands with them all and the only bad blood came from an

American among them.  Two of them, Crombie and the Captain of

the School House, joined us for the weekend at Seaview, in the Isle

of Wight, where we had some excellent sailing for a couple of days!

There was no more breaking out on the last night of the summer

term.'

"I refrain from making any of the obvious comments on the subject

of corporal punishment!"

Roger Groves (S43-47): "I was surprised and delighted to find that,

thanks to the retentive memory of Iain Muir (S42-46), the famous

hymn to Twyford's Cistern has now after 60 years found its rightful

place in the annals of the School.

"However, my recollection of the hymn differs from his in one

important particular.  Although the last verse was broadly a reprise

of the first, its meaning was altered by the substitution of a single

word, and actually ran as follows:-

'Twyfords's Automatic Cistern

Is the best that you can buy, 

Made by Twyfords Hanley England

L.T.D. we now know why'

Thus suggesting that, even while the hymn was being sung, a

further disastrous inundation had occurred.  

"While there may have been a joint authorship, at the time I

understood the verses were the sole work of the gifted A C C
Brodribb (S40-45)."

Alan Grieve (S40-45) was also prompted to put pen to paper: "I

was amused to read the piece from Iain Muir who was in the

School House with ACC Brodribb and me.  

"I am as certain as I can be that the Twyfords Automatic Cistern

ditty was composed by Brodribb rather than anyone else.  He was a

creative and intellectual member of the House which was somewhat

rare at that time.  

"I have another memory of him disappearing from the House during

the night, possibly in 1942 or 43, and going to sleep in a ditch

somewhere within 10 miles to compose poetry and possibly escape

firewatching duties (incendiary bombs).  Maybe this is a fantasy?

"I see from the Register that after Oxford he became a journalist on

the Times and also an author.  I think I am right in suggesting that

his father was also a distinguished journalist and provided Quotes

for the Day in The Times during the war and these were possibly in

Latin."

T M Gent (S40-45): "Referring to the "Hymn" to Twyfords

Automatic Cistern printed in this latest issue of Aldenhamiana, I

can confirm that this was composed by A C C Brodribb (known by

all and sundry as Brod) and G N W Locke (S41-45), (not B P
Howorth (S41-45)).  I may myself have contributed in a small way;

anyway the three of us would render the hymn on the slightest

provocation, singing in (more or less) harmony, to the hymn tune

mentioned. 

"I was amazed to see it in actual print; as far as I remember it was

a fairly spontaneous effusion which we never thought to write

down.

"I think Brod would have been highly amused to find that it still

survives after some 60 years - as I am! Incidently Benjy Howorth

memorably paraphrased the rallying cry: 'Etenal Vigilance is the

Price of Liberty' into Basic English as:- 

'Always Looking Out is what Being Free costs!'

A P Neville (B53-58) writes: "I still derive some pleasure from

Aldenhamiana and The Aldenhamian, the latest edition of which I

think is particularly good.  

"It is many years since I have contributed anything to the pages of

Aldenhamiana - one of the consequences of an uneventful life - but

as I am writing, here is a brief update. 

"After 42 years doing engineering design and development with

Smiths Industries in Cheltenham, I took early retirement at the end

of 2000.  I had enjoyed most of my working life and had been

involved with some very interesting avionics projects ranging from

miniature relays, encoders and gyros to power distribution panels

and fuel systems.  By limiting myself to responsibilities that did not

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

If you would like to join the OA Society
Committee (and volunteers would be
warmly received) please contact the
Acting Honorary Secretary, Mark
Jordan, whose details appear at the back
of Aldenhamiana.
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overrun the normal working day I was able to take on more

voluntary jobs.  At one time or another I was the librarian for the

local amateur orchestra, a Samaritan volunteer, chairman of the

children's school PTA, parent governor, various responsibilities in

our church and churchwarden.  I was also glad to be at home

enough to take a full part in our family life.  Two of our three

children are now married and second and third grandchildren are

expected by early in 2006.  My retirement came at a good time as

my wife was not well, and my main job is now as a full time carer."

John Rimer (P56-60), a classic sports car enthusiast, drew our

attention to the following article which we reprint with

acknowledgments to The Daily Telegraph: 

NOT QUITE THE WHOLE TOOTH

Tony Dron (P59-64) reports on the recent 'discovery' of Count

Dracula's car:

"Intrepid car sleuth Chris Draper (P57-62) claims to have

returned safely from the extreme north of Norway with a

significant piece of motoring history: the vintage Salmson made

for Count Dracula.

"Uniquely styled to meet the Count's specific motoring needs in the

late 1920s, immediately following the Wall Street crash, this

Salmson is unusually compact, light and manoeuvrable.

"Until then, says Draper, the Count had habitually toured the better

areas of Paris, meeting young ladies who took short trips in his

Hispano-Suiza. From about 1929, however, he was forced into the

narrower streets of the poorer districts in which, he rued: 

"Regrettably, the old Hisso did tend to get a bit stuck, but the

Salmson has proved a spectacular success in those tight spots." 

"Tragically, Dracula's social standing plummeted shortly

afterwards; drummed out of Paris, he headed north to seek solace,

he hoped, in the arms of the legendary Eskimo Nell. In that

exceptionally mild summer, however, it is now clear that he

travelled much farther north than anyone had previously managed

in a motor vehicle. According to Draper, who is the world's leading

expert on Salmson cars, the traditional Dracula bad luck then

struck again: the vehicle was entombed in snow and ice and the

Count disappeared. 

"Thanks to global warming, the Salmson reappeared last summer

from its icy grave," Draper states. "Nearby, a black top hat and

cloak were recovered by coal miners from Spitsbergen who were

out on a hunting trip. They concluded that the last act of the

aristocratic owner must have been to provide a meal for a man-

eating bear, of which there are many in that area."

"Like all good stories, there is a strong element of truth in Draper's

version of events but we can exclusively report that most of it is

nothing more than an elaborate leg-pull, a joke designed to protect

his international reputation and his high standing in Salmson

circles. The car does indeed exist, he has bought it and he has

brought it back from its former home in the north of Norway. It is

a genuine vintage car with a special body but the rest, regrettably,

is a pack of lies. 

"Draper's acquisition, you see, is not totally original. Based on a

1923 Salmson, with the celebrated "four-pushrod" 1,100cc engine,

it appears to have been re-engineered and rebodied in this sporting

form in 1928. The front axle, the dampers and the special Michelin

wheels date from 1928, and the special lightweight aluminium-

alloy body was of a type exhibited at the Paris Salon that year by a

local coachbuilder called Closewell. Described then as a "coupé",

the meaning of that word has changed since 1928. As it is, there is

certainly something sinister - something of the night - about its

looks.

"Rumbled but undaunted, Draper remains cheerfully ahead of the

pack. Back at Hoppy Hall, his retreat in central Europe, he is

restoring the Salmson. "In fact, its condition is surprisingly good,"

he reports, insisting that he is eagerly anticipating a motoring tour

of the Montmartre district of France this summer.

An email from Matthew Rivers (S71-76), which reached the OA

Office by a very roundabout route, says: "My current 'home town'

- (if there are Aldenhamians in this part of the world) is

Montevideo, Uruguay; probably until the end of 2008."  A search

of the OA database shows that Matthew is the only OA living there,

unless you know different…..

Tony (Anthony Maitland) Leigh (M55-60)
emailed to say: "I have now more or less retired from
the chemical industry and would be very pleased to
hear from any of my contemporaries at Aldenham."

Contact details for Tony and most other OAs are
available from the OA Office.

24

AB28085 Aldenhamiana 34 doc.qxp:ALDENHAMIANA28.QXD  13/2/07  10:02  Page 24



25

We reprint with acknowledgements to The Times:  

BUSINESS BIG SHOT

"Karren Brady (B85-87) was just 23 when she began to prove

herself in the man's world of the football boardroom. Now she is in

talks with the commercial radio group GCap to become managing

director of the flagging Capital Radio.

"Ms Brady, 37, who had life-saving brain surgery this year, began her

career in the radio industry at 18 with the London station LBC.  She

is believed to be keen to move back to London and a career in radio

is thought to be appealing.

"After a brief spell at Saatchi, she joined David Sullivan's Sport

Newspapers, becoming a director at 22.  When Mr Sullivan added

Birmingham City Football Club to his business empire, he put Ms

Brady in charge.

"When the club floated on the AIM in February 1997, she became the

youngest managing director of any PLC in the UK.

"She has attracted much media attention as the highest-placed woman

in football, hosted her own TV show - The Brady Bunch - and written

three books: Brady Plays the Blues, United and Trophy Wives."

Jonathan Coates (S64-69) & (CR97-02): "Many thanks for the

latest edition of Aldenhamiana - very well done, for I really admired

it.  I particularly like your OA Prize Quiz 2006.  (Ed: thanks,

Jonathan….. look forward to receiving your answers!)

"I am sure you will have received letters from others as well as from

me regarding the three photographs of page 10, with the caption

"three photographs from Paull's in the 1960s".  They are in fact inside

of what used to be School House's Schoolroom (the top two); and

what used to be School House Library - now the Common Room

Dining Room (unless it has changed since I left the School in 2002).

The boy in this bottom picture just might by M F Johnson (S64-69),
exact contemporaries with me.  In the top photo is, obviously,

Michael Hetherington, who in the mid 1960s was House Tutor of

School House Evens.  He features in the middle photo too.  In that

middle picture, the boy behind MAH, with what looks like a highly

suspect bent arm bowling action and a ferocious grimace, could by

Douglas Chalton (S63-67), but I am not 100% positive.  Finally, the

top photo contains - I think - Peter Bowler(S63-68), wearing the

herring-bone tweed jacket that used to be worn by all except those in

UVI; and on the left, with his shirt sleeves rolled up and a sleeveless

slipover, is Clive Matthews - again, I think! - (S64-68).  The

photographs must have been taken between 1965 and 1967; Peter

Bowler and Douglas Chalton would have been in studies any later

than 1967.

"As for myself, since March 2004 I have been the first non-teaching

Housemaster appointed by Queen Victoria School, Dunblane.  As the

welter and weight of more and more legislation and inspection come

to bear upon us I am completely sure that sooner or later it will not be

possible to be both a Housemaster and a teacher simultaneously.  In

Scotland we rejoice in the presence of HM Inspectorate, The Care

Commission, the Scottish Social Services Council, along with all the

proliferation records, logs, files etc etc for every conceivable moment

in the day: daily log, telephone log, accident log, incident log, medical

log, punishment log, correspondence log, conversation/interview

log…Then of course there are the magic initials QA; Quality

Assurance is the name of today's game up here.  Is the situation

similar in England, I wonder?"

Regular correspondent Ray Foxell (S50-55), writes: "What an

interesting publication Aldenhamiana has become!  Your quiz,

though, was much too difficult for me - the only question I could

answer was number 8.  (Ed:  you should have sent it in - you would

have won!) 

"I thought you might be interested in a couple of photos to do with a

sponsored trek I did in Egypt in March 2005.  We walked across

remote trackless terrain in extremes of temperature (we had hail one

lunchtime), sleeping in the open under the stars - 5 days without

seeing another human being.

"It was much harder than any of us had been led to expect. 

"Our two children are getting married this summer within thirteen

days of each other, our house is on the market and I turned 70 in

January - 2007 will be quite a year!"

THE OA SOCIETY COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE
TO HEAR FROM YOU, THE OA SOCIETY
MEMBERS  -- TELL US WHAT MORE YOU
THINK THE SOCIETY CAN DO FOR YOU …….  
DIFFERENT EVENTS?  INFORMATION?  OA
REGALIA?  PLEASE LET US KNOW!

Aldenham.Net
Aldenham.Net is a new initiative by the Development
Office, assisted by Julian Swanne (B87-92) and Dan
Marsh (B86-91), to give OAs working and living in
London the opportunity to network in an informal
atmosphere.  

Aldenham.Net will meet approx 3 times a year at
various locations in central London. Keep your eye on
the OA Website for dates of the meetings and make
sure the Development Office has your email address
if you want to be added to the Aldenham.net mailing
list to get details of meetings sent to you.

development@aldenham.com
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OA DINNER
17 November 2006

at
The Royal Air Force Club, 128 Piccadilly, London

Principal Guest and Speaker
Field Marshal the Lord Vincent of Coleshill GBE KCB DSO

A C Barber (P44-48)

J T Barton (K71-75)

J F Bolt (M45-49)

R C Bolt (M45-48)

P A Brewster (K71-76)

F E Burlingham Johnson (S39-41)

J R Edwards (B46-51)

K H Fowler (S47-52)

N E L Foxell (B45-49)

C G Fraser (S47-52)

M R B M Ghazalli (P72-74)

A G Grose (B71-74)

D L J Haim (B71-75)

J J S Hanley (M84-88)

C A Harvie (B70-75)

D H F Ho (M71-76)

A N Hunt (B49-54)

J C N James-Crook (M68-72)

A P Laurenson (M71-75)

P Llewelyn Jones (S38-42)

I G Luetchford (B48-51)

A P Maclaurin (S72-75)

J M Macleod (B44-48)

P D McCarty (M87-92)

S M Mitchell (K70-73)

R W Peart (S55-60)

J D Rimer (P56-60)

Jt A Taylor (P90-92)

R P J Taylor (P90-95)

M G Taylor CBE (S56-61)

R F Vincent (S45-50)

R A H Wildmore (M67-72)

P J Wrangham (S48-51)

C E Yeabsley (K88-90)
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SPORTS CLUB OFFICERS AND SECRETARIES

Football
Chairman - Paul Clemow 

mobile: 07973 336073 

e-mail: paul.clemow@bskyb.com

Club Captain - Martyn Berg 

mobile: 07767 845261 

e-mail: martyn.berg@a-side.co.uk

Captain 2nd Xl - Andrew Carroll

mobile: 07713 640 566

email: acarroll@homeandlegacy.co.uk  

Veterans Football 

Mark Cox

Email: markacox@bloomberg.net 

Alex Henchley

Email: ahenchley@hotmail.com

Golf

Hon. Secretary - Ian Eggleden 

119, Constitution Hill

Norwich NR6 7RN

office: 01277 695852 

mobile: 07789 030381

e-mail: ian.eggleden2@btinternet.com

Cricket

Captain and Hon. Secretary - Hanif Moledina 

13 Lincoln Road 

Northwood Middlesex  HA6 1LB

home: 01923 840368  

office: 01788 55440  

mobile: 0410 239295 

e-mail: Hanif@moledina.freeserve.co.uk  

Fives

Fives  Hon. Secretary - Josh Rose

Chelbury

59 Beech Avenue

Radlett

Herts

WD7 7DD

Mobile: 07798 792590

e-mail: josho18@yahoo.co.uk

OA SOCIETY  

President: Mike Taylor

c/o Aldenham School Elstree Hertfordshire WD6 3AJ 

#Acting Hon. Secretary: Mark Jordan

55 Kewferry Road

Northwood

Middx

HA6 2PQ Email: mark@compuhire.com  

Hon. Treasurer: Richard Peart

Strathyre

Hadley Green

Barnet 

Herts 

EN5 4PS

Email: rwpeart@care4free.net

FREEMASONRY 

The Old Aldenhamian Lodge, No. 4884 (founded 1926)

Master: F E Burlingham Johnson

The Old Aldenhamian Lodge, which exists primarily for past

members of Aldenham School, its Governors and its teaching staff,

present and past, meets at 10 Duke Street, St James's, London SW1

on the second Wednesday in January, the first Wednesday in March,

and the third Wednesday in June and October.  Full particulars of the

Lodge can be obtained from the Secretary:- B S Tan, 5 Busch Close,

Park Road, Isleworth, Middx TW7 6UE

Home: 020 8580 2966
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OLD ALDENHAMIAN SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND BUFFET SUPPER 

In the Whitbread Room at Aldenham School
Wednesday 14th March 2007 at 6.30 pm prompt

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence
2. Minutes of the last meeting held on 15th March 2006 
3. Election of Officers
4. President's Report
5. Headmaster's Report
6. Secretary's Report
7. Treasurer's Report
8. OA Website Report
9. The Friends of Aldenham School Association
10. Aldenham School War Memorial Educational Fund
11. OA Day - 24th June 2007
12. OA Society Dinner 2007-14th September 2007
13. Election of Honorary Members
14. Register & History
15. Any Other Business
16. Date of Next Meeting

Followed by a Buffet Supper for OAs and their guests, for which there will be no charge, at 7. 45 pm.

If you are unable to attend the meeting you are welcome to attend the Supper only

Please park in the School Yard.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you plan to attend the meeting and / or the supper please complete and return this form to the OA Office,
Aldenham School, Elstree, Herts WD6 3AJ UK or email jackie@aldenham.com 

Name, house and dates at Aldenham: __________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ Post Code ____________________

Telephone No: ________________________e-mail address: _______________________________________

I shall attend the AGM / Supper / both, and will bring ______ guests to the supper.

(Please indicate if you have any special dietary requirements)

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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